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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Kindness is Strength at Madeira Elementary School 

 
Of the 10 million students nationwide who participated in the 2018 Great Kindness Challenge, 595 are students 
at Madeira Elementary School (MES). 
 
The Great Kindness Challenge is a positive bullying prevention program created in 2006 by the global nonprofit 
organization Kids for Peace, with the goal of creating a society of warm-heartedness. For a week in January, 
students are challenged to accomplish as many acts of kindness as possible, from saying good morning to 15 
people to sitting with a new group of kids at lunch. The gestures were encouraged with the belief that repeating 
considerate deeds helps them become habits. 
 
MES Kindness Week featured different dress up days with the themes Hats Off to Kindness (hats), Get Tied up 
with Kindness (bowties & hair bows), Crazy for Kindness (crazy socks & hair), Peace, Love and Kindness (tie-
dye, peace signs), and Kindness is a Madeira Must (Madeira spirit wear). Posters decorated the hallways, and 
a Great Wall of Kindness bulletin board featured friendly words and positive quotes. 
 
First grader Emma Oxenham explained, “We show kindness because we care for people and what they do, and 
how they do it.”  Sarah Laux added, “I gave a class mate a high five for doing a good job, and it made me feel 
really good and happy.”  
 
During last year’s Great Kindness Challenge, over 5 million students in USA, Africa, Australia, Nigeria, Canada, 
Egypt, Honduras, India, Philippines, United Kingdom, and Venezuela participated. This is the third year MES 
has participated, earning them the title of a Kindness Certified School. ”At MES we will continue to nurture the 
kind school community and look forward to being recognized this year, and each year moving forward," School 
Counselor Emily Nutley stated. “The participation and excitement are overwhelming as the students feel 
empowered to create a culture of kindness.”  
 
In the spring, MES students will paint Kindness Rocks to decorate their school and the Madeira community.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictured (l to r) First Graders 
Emma Oxenham, Avery 
Spence and Sarah Laux 
dressed in peace signs and 
tie-dye for ‘Peace, Love and 
Kindness Day’ of the Great 
Kindness Challenge.	


